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79. Rhagodiscus gallagheri Rutledge & Bown (1996) 
 

   

 
Pl. 1, figs 1-3 

 
1987 Rhagodiscus angustus (Stradner, 1963) Reinhardt, 1971; Thomsen, p. 77, pl. 16, figs 6-8 

(EM). 
 
Diagnosis: Small (<5.µm long), elliptical Rhagodiscus with a length/width ratio of <2.5, and 

straight or slightly convex longer sides. The central area is filled with a proximally- 
situated granular plate and spanned by short, transverse struts which support a 
relatively large, hollow spine-base. 

Dimensions: Length 3.5-4.µm. 
Remarks: Previously included within the species concept of Rhagodiscus angustus by 

several authors (Thomsen, 1987; Mutterlose, 1991), Rhagodiscus gallagheri occurs 
earlier than Rhagodiscus angustus and is distinguished by its smaller size and more-
elliptical outline. Morphologies transitional between these two species have been 
observed, confirming the difficulty in using R. angustus as a zonal marker. Note that 
Stradner's (1963) holotype drawing of Rhagodiscus angustus is parallel-sided with 
dimensions 5.0m x 2.0 µm. The oldest forms with these dimensions were recorded, in 
our study, from the Chale Clay, Isle of Wight, from the lower forbesi Amm. Zone 
(intra-Lower Aptian), although R. gallagheri is still the dominant form at this level. 
This first occurrence for R. angustus is still very much earlier than the basal Upper 
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Aptian event recorded by previous authors, perhaps reflecting application of an even 
narrower species concept, i.e. very elongate forms with a length/width ratio of >3. 

Derivation of name: Named in honour of Dr. Liam Gallagher, nannopalaeontologist. 
Holotype: Pl. l, fig. l (LM). 
Paratype: Thomsen (1987), p. 77, pl. 16, fig. 6 (EM) (Well E-1, Danish Sector of the North 

Sea, 8193', basal Aptian). Reproduced here as Pl. 1, fig. 3. 
Type locality & level: Atherfield Point (Isle of Wight), Atherfield Clay Formation (Sample 

AC 13), Lower Aptian, forbesi Amm. Zone. 
Occurrence: Common throughout the Aptian of the North Sea area; particularly abundant 

in nannofossiliferous samples from the Atherfield Clay, Isle of Wight, southern 
England (fissicostatus-forbesi Amm. Zones). 
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